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Quirky Family Project receives Industry Recognition  
 
Canberra family project, One of a Kind Apartments has received the Judges 
Commendation for Apartments and Units up to 3 Storeys at the Master Builder’s 
Excellence in Building Awards held at the National Convention Centre on Friday 
night.  
 
The quirky 2 story, 7 apartment complex, which is based around a holistic approach 
to design using recycled and re-purposed materials, occupies a shady street in 
Dickson in Canberra’s Inner North. 
 
Designer and Developer of the ‘One of a Kind Apartments’ project, Stuart Forsyth, 
said “It is an honor to receive the Judges Commendation for this award. I’d like to 
congratulate all of this year’s winners and thank everyone involved in making the 
Awards such a special night. From the beginning this project has been a complex 
collaboration of artists, designers, and tradespeople, while also ensuring it be 
environment and neighbourhood-friendly. This has resulted in a modest street 
presentation that belongs in the neighbourhood and is eco-friendly.” 
 
A feature of the apartments is the use of old recycled materials throughout the 
building. “ My training in Zen Buddhism has taught me to waste nothing and make 
the most out of every opportunity. Old recycled corrugated iron, some of which dates 
back to the 1860s, is a feature of the apartments, and is used as upper floor cladding 
and in courtyard walls.  
 
“We also wanted to create a special experience with the communal foyer, so we 
designed an art gallery of re-purposed materials,” said Mr Forsyth. The tools left 
behind by the steel-fixers now feature in the polished concrete floor and nineteenth 
century spirit levels and spanners are framed in specially lit copper trays. 
 
The complex of apartments continues as a family project, now operating as short and 
long stay serviced apartments. “In keeping with the eco-friendly and artistic nature of 
the design, we have eclectically and creatively styled the apartment using repurposed 
estate furniture. Each apartment is accented with a different colour of the rainbow and 
each celebrates one of the world’s creative cities. Ultimately, we want our guest’s stay 
at the apartments to be a special experience introducing them to Canberra’s unique 
aesthetic and it’s creative culture and contributing to a positive view of our city”, 
Stuart Forsyth concluded.  
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For further information please contact:  
 
Casuarina Forsyth  Marketing and Communications    0432 442 881 
www.oneofakindapartments.com.au  



 
One of a Kind Apartments used old recycled materials throughout the building, 
including recycled corrugated iron, some of which dates back to the 1860s.  
 

 
Stuart Forsyth with the Judges Commendation for ‘Apartments and Units Under 
Three Stories’ at the Master Builder’s Excellence in Building Awards on Friday night. 


